Hospital-acquired infection: a five year study at Taranaki Base Hospital.
A five year experience of the incidence of hospital-acquired infection in a 400-bed general hospital is described. The overall rate of nosocomial infection was 4.1 percent with a four-weekly range of 2.1 percent to 6.0 percent. Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus were the major pathogens. Multi-resistant and gentamicin-resistant bacteria were distinctly uncommon. Five small clusters of infection were detected.